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Professional Developme

e Check out a list of upcoming workshops on the
Graduate School’s website:

www.nd.edu




Introductions




Before You Begin Readin




e Never Read in Bed!

® Find a “Reading Spot” at Home and

Stick to It




e Read Before Class
e Goes without saying?!

e Make More Than One Pass

® Reading articles and textbooks often
requires more than one pass. It usually
takes two, three, or even more readings
to grasp difficult concepts.




¢ Think about what you need to gain from the reading
e The author’s argument?
¢ [nformation for your own argument?
e Support for your own argument?

e Decide if you only need to scan, skim, or read the
article:

e | ooking for one detail or the main idea? Scan.

e Do you need to read quickly for key words and sentences to
give a general idea? Skim.

e Do you need to understand all or most of the text?
Carefully read and reread.




Read the “Extraneous” Material

e Read the preface

e The preface provides information about the author's
objective, the organizational plan of the book, how the

book is different from others on the market, and the
author's background and qualifications.

e Read the introduction

e The introduction lays the foundation for the rest of the
text in the form of an overview and background
information that will make it easier to digest information
in the subsequent chapters.




® Preview the article or chapter

e |ook at title and section headings to gauge main idea and
get a general idea of the content and the organization







e Take Notes!
(briefly while you are reading; extensively afterwards)
e WRITE in your book

e DON’T over-highlight (I prefer underlining, and ONLY

underlining key ideas or arguments)

e Put key words or phrases near paragraphs so you can easily
find them again

e Develop Your Own Shorthand

e A certain symbol for the author’s thesis, another for points
relevant to your dissertation, etc.




Words or Phrases You Don’t Know

e |t is not efficient to use dictionary or ask another person |
for help every time you don’t understand a word or
phrase

Can you figure it out from context clues?
Is there a definition in the article or its footnotes, etc.?

Is it pivotal to understanding the author’s argument?
e No. Move On.
e Yes. Look it up.




¢ |In a complicated article, you might need to stop after
each paragraph and check to see if you understood what
you just read. If you can’t sum it up, read the passage

again.

e Paraphrase ideas or write down your thoughts after
finishing a chapter or article section—or even after a
complicated paragraph







¢ Paraphrase most important ideas

e Explain the main ideas to another person




e Ask yourself:
Why did the writer write this?
What is the writer’s methodology?
Theoretical thrust?

What are the main or most important ideas that the writer
wants to communicate?

What are the major details related to these main ideas?




Evaluate the author’s motivations, ideas, and examples
e Do you agree or disagree? Why?

e Would other scholars you have read agree or disagree? Why?

Connect Scholars/Readings to One Another as Your Read

e Scholarship is an ongoing conversation and typically texts
assigned in a course are meant to be speaking to each
other




¢ |f you can’t do these things, you probably need to read
some or all of the text a second or third time




Practice Activity #1

Read Zack Shapiro’s “How to Translate ‘I Wish | could’
Into Actual Results”

Get with a partner and answer these questions:
1. What does Shapiro want to learn to do?
What does he say is “the best way to learn something”?

yi
3. Why should you “Make an Intention Statement”?
4. What does Shapiro paraphrase Plato as saying?




Practice Activity #2

e Read Sean Latham’s “Affordance and Emergence:
Magazine as New Media”

e See if you can fill out the “Reading Worksheet”




Upcoming EAP Workshop

e “Email Etiquette”
e Monday, February 11
e 303 DeBartolo, 6:30

e “Forms and Structures for Clearer Writing”

e Tuesday, February 19
e 303 DeBartolo, 6:30
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