
	
	

Arvo	Pärt	(b.	Estonia,	1935)	
	

Sacred	Music	Root	Tradition:	
Byzantine	Chant	

Russian	Orthodox	Music	
	

Traditional	Choral	Style	
Contemplative,	ritualistic	and	non-personal	
Homophonic	textures	and	stratification	

Divisi	and	octave	doublings	
	

Predecessors		
Sergei	Rachmaninoff	

Igor	Stravinsky	
	

Other	influences	
Gregorian	chant	

Medieval	and	Renaissance	polyphony	
Guillaume	de	Machaut,	Josquin	Desprez,	Tomás	Luis	de	Victoria	

	
Arvo	Pärt’s	Signature	Contribution	

Tintinnabuli,	a	new	invention	
Sacred	texts	in	Latin,	German,	English	and	Spanish		

A	unified	style,	no	polystylism	
Non-emotional	style,	sparse,	non-vibrato	sound,	demands	impeccable	tuning	

	
Resources	

Arvo	Part	Center:		https://www.arvopart.ee/en/	
Universal	Editions:		https://www.universaledition.com/arvo-part-534/works	

	
Other	Composers	affected	by	Eastern	Orthodox	Aesthetics	

John	Tavener		http://johntavener.com/	
Ivan	Moody		http://www.ivanmoody.co.uk/bio.htm	

Aspects	of	the	style	of	Eriks	Esenvalds		https://www.eriksesenvalds.com/	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


