30

—

I Research Report #94

iona
October 1994

1tut

Inst



User’s Guide

This report summarizes the responses of several subgroups of specific
interest to the Center for Social Concerns and of the May 1994 graduating class
as a whole to questions in the following areas:

1. Additional Questions -- The additional twenty questions are a version of
a longer set of items developed over the years by C. Lincoln Johnson,
former Director of the Social Science Research and Training Laboratory
(now called the Laboratory for Social Research) and Kathleen Maas
Weigert, Faculty Liaison/Academic Coordinator at the Center for Social
Concerns, as part of their work of exploring relationships among
undergraduate experiences, beliefs and attitudes in the general area of
social awareness, social action and faith. In 1993-94, Kathleen along
with Jay Brandenberger of the Center for Social Concerns, worked with
Joe Pettit, Office of Institutional Research at Georgetown, to hone the
20 questions as part of a research project by the Association of Catholic
Colleges and Universities to explore the issues among students at the
member schools which have volunteered to be part of the research. Data
from this project will be analyzed and presented at the 1995 meeting of
the ACCU at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN.

N

Life Goals and Values -- 17 standard questions on the College Student
Survey

3. Student Opinions and Political Views -- 17 standard questions on the
College Student Survey

The Center for Social Concerns was especially interested in several
specific subgroups of students. Additional information identifying these
students was passed onto the College Student Survey data set, thereby enabling
a comparison of these students with the graduating class as a whole. The
subgroups of interest to the Center for Social Concerns are the following:

1. Post-graduation plan is full-time volunteer work:

Alliance for Catholic Education
Holy Cross Associates

Other Religious or Church
Secular Volunteer

2. Leaders of various Center for Social Concerns student groups:
Group Leaders
Community Service Commissioners
3. Students who took various experiential/service learning courses that are
coordinated by the Center for Social Concerns and the Department of
Theology

1749 baccalaureate degree recipients responded to the College Student
Survey. Response rates to individual questions vary because not all students
answered all questions. We were able to pass local data onto 1722 cases.
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