
Session 1 / Encounter
  



Agenda

1. Getting to know one another
2. Course nuts and bolts
3. Refraction (Fr. Pete)

a. Moreau Peer Leader (MPL) testimonial 
b. Own reflections
c. General discussion

4. How to read texts



For Next Time

1. Read Notre Dame Mission Statement
2. Watch refraction video from Fr. Kevin Grove
3. Fill out commonplace book and upload to Canvas by Monday at 5:00 pm
4. Co-curricular lab: encounter interview 
5. Upcoming co-curricular event options:

a. Living Tradition with Holy Cross Priests (link)
b. Art & Mission with Campus Ministry (link)
c. Fr. Ted’s Legacy of Encounter (link)

https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-labs/encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/living-tradition-w-holy-cross-priests/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/art-and-mission-w-campus-ministry/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/fr-teds-legacy-of-encounter-in-fr-hesburghs-office/


Getting to know me
● Born and raised in Texas
● BA from Trinity University (San Antonio, TX) and PhD from University of Michigan
● Have been at Notre Dame for 16+ years
● Research and teaching interest: macroeconomics, monetary and fiscal policy
● Wife: Jill (Notre Dame class of 2005, Lewis Hall)
● Five children: Molly (14), Robert (deceased), Catherine (12), Caroline (9), Julia (< 1 year)
● Favorite things:

○ College football (Notre Dame in particular!)
○ Golf (current handicap index 2.1)
○ Catholic faith
○ Watching true-crime documentaries/shows and paranormal documentaries/shows

● I struggle with anxiety/depression and imposter syndrome



Getting to know Sophie

● Born in California, live in Washington
● Majoring in Global Affairs
● Military family
● Younger sister in Howard
● Spent summer in Honduras with the Institute for Social Concerns
● Studying abroad in Kazakhstan in the spring
● Favorite activities:

○ Spending time with friends
○ Playing cards
○ Reading
○ Volleyball 



Getting to know you

Briefly introduce yourself: (approximately 60-90 seconds)

● Where are you from?
● Why are you here at Notre Dame?
● What are you hoping to get out of your Notre Dame experience?



Course nuts and bolts

● Each week, read and provide handwritten commentary on the readings and refraction videos in your Commonplace 
book (50%)
○ Refraction videos on the Moreau website

● You must upload an image of your reflections onto Canvas by 5:00 pm on Mondays
● Sophie will check for completeness. I will use ChatGPT to randomly select three reflections to read and provide 

feedback on each week. I will announce the three who were chosen at start of each class. These three must participate 
in the discussion that class period

● You are required to participate in three co-curricular events and two co-curricular labs (25%) 
○ Similar to weekly reflections, these should be uploaded as images onto Canvas
○ These are listed on the Moreau website
○ The first lab should be completed by 9/16 and the second by 11/4
○ The first event should be completed by 9/30, the second by 10/14 (strongly encouraged to do signature event w/ Fr. Bob on 10/7), the 

third by 11/18
● Autocardiogram: final, written assignment. 900-1100 words, file upload, instructions on Canvas (25%) (due 11/11)
● Meals: sign up for a lunch with me and a lunch/dinner with Sophie (link)

https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kL97kQp_R1a65hsdemN64qSMKDY5TOKQ_qAOIbb-q-s/edit?gid=1809660488#gid=1809660488


Fr. Pete McCormick

https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/pilot-course/course-sessions/1-encounter/


MPL Testimonial:
Sophie’s CPB and reflection on Fr. Pete’s video



Your Turn

Take five minutes . . . 

● Take two distinct things (quotes, if you can remember them, or just ideas) from Fr. Pete’s 
video that stuck out to you

● Write these out in your CPBs and provide a few sentences of reflection on each. Possible 
ideas for reflection:

○ How does the idea or quote relate to your life?
○ Is there something you disagree with?
○ Is there an actionable item for you as you look to integrate yourself into the Notre Dame community 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IaTYqFZ4-4


Some tips: How to 
read texts in this 

class

1: Briefly survey the text.

2: Actively read the text.

3: Reflectively review the 
text.



example


