
Session 8: Community
With a touch of friendship! 



Agenda

1. Review of friendship
a. Aristotle
b. Lewis

2. The Godfather trilogy
a. The many faces of Michael Corleone
b. The confession scene
c. Optional extra co-curricular activity 

3. Finding the good in others
4. Moreau Peer Leader Testimonial
5. Small-Group discussion: engaging the texts



For Next Time (Work)

1. Read Weil, “Reflections on the Good Use of School Studies with a View to the Love of 
God”

2. Read Berry, “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front”
3. Refraction video: Micki Kidder
4. Co-curricular activity: Discerning Work with the Center for Career Development 

https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/discerning-wo
rk-w-the-center-for-career-development/ 

5. Co-curricular lab: work interview.  
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-labs/work/ 

https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/discerning-work-w-the-center-for-career-development/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-events/discerning-work-w-the-center-for-career-development/
https://moreaufirstyear.nd.edu/co-curricular-learning/co-curricular-labs/work/


Types of Friendship (Aristotle) 

● Three species of friendship
a. Utility
b. Pleasure
c. Complete (friendship of virtue)

● Break down friendships by type (poll)
a. ⅓ - ⅓ - ⅓ 
b. ⅖ - ⅖ - ⅕  
c. ⅕ - ⅕ - ⅗ 
d. ⅗ - ⅕ - ⅕ 
e. Other?



Progression of Friendship

Can friendships begin as “complete”?

Or must they start for utility or pleasure?

If so, how can we cultivate complete friendships? 



Friendships and the Inner Ring

CS Lewis: cautions against pursuit of the “inner ring”

These are friendships of utility

I’m personally as guilty of this as any of us

“You are trying to peel an onion; if you succeed, there will be nothing left”

Does this remind you of something else we’ve talked about in this class . . . .





The Godfather Trilogy

The entire trilogy is really a chronicling of Michael Corleone’s rise, fall, and attempted 
resurrection 

1. Michael is young, naive, and idealistic. Doesn’t want to be part of the family business. An 
act of aggression, and his unwillingness to forgive, leads him down a dark path 

2. Michael is at the height of his powers. But he slowly but surely descends, losing all that he 
holds dear. By the end of the film, he is broken

3. Michael attempts to resurrect his image and attone for the mistakes of the past. He fails and 
loses it all 





The many faces of Michael Corleone 

“That’s my family Kay, it’s not me:” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJe_2W173Vc 

“Then I’ll kill ‘em both.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTFBeaEutjw 

Michael shuts the door on Kay: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWlDdPXwHSo 

“I don’t feel I have to wipe everybody out, Tom. Just my enemies.” 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g75juWm1EWI 

Michael sits in silence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxa-v8Ac_ik 

“Just when I thought I was out, they pull me back in”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPw-3e_pzqU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJe_2W173Vc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTFBeaEutjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWlDdPXwHSo
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g75juWm1EWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxa-v8Ac_ik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPw-3e_pzqU


The Confession Scene

“I hear you are a practical man, what have you got to lose?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhekpuDxiKM 

OPTIONAL co-curricular assignment (write about it and you will receive credit)

● Go to confession at the Basilica 
● Write about how you feel after receiving absolution
● Reflect on how you can extend forgiveness to others 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhekpuDxiKM


Finding the Good in Others

King: “An element of goodness may be found even in our worst enemy”

Individual activity in CPB: think of someone you really dislike (should be someone you know 
personally).

● Then write down two positive qualities of this person



Moreau Peer Leader Testimonial



Engaging the Texts

In groups of 2-3, identify one quote from each of the King, Day, and Page texts that stood 
out to you and explain why



Individual Activity + Discussion

Individually, on the given blank sheet of paper, (anonymously) write down some 
aspect of the Notre Dame community that you think could be better.

Then we will discuss 


