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Places have a unitary identity, a marked sense of uniqueness and character (Cresswell, 2004). Such is the case with residents
of Beaver Island and Arainn Mhor. They are unified in a common ancestry and their identity as islanders, but their sense of
Irish identity is uniquely positioned relative to their island homes.

With a strong sense of place-based identity, islanders experience a linkage between the land and one’ s sense of belonging. Part of this identity is based on the stories told and
the names of certain places on the island. In addition, they have a sense of independence, a “can-do” attitude that makes islanders a group apart. Arainn Mhor and Beaver
Island are connected, both through the mass emigration from the former to the latter and a twinning ceremony in 2000 that linked the two islands. There Is a wealth of stories
and memories that define the people who live in both places, many of which are embedded in the physical landscape. On CArainn Mhor Irish place names describe the

fj' physical environment as well as a possible event, while commemorative and history-based placenames are more common on Beaver Island. Through legends and myths

' I|nked to the sea or Lake Michigan, residents and islanders of both islands feel a pull to island life, a connection to both the land and water, which draws its inhabitants back.

Twinning ceremony in 2000 formally linked both islands. The Story of Paid een Og

Methods

-Oral histories/ identity narratives
0 elucidates how both islands view themselves, their physical space and
sense of place

-Cartographic data

o analysis of differences and similarities between the two islands )
0 analysis of names written on the maps - , e
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- Family, stories, the place, and their sense of ‘islandness’ link Beaver Island and Arainn Mhér. They are coupled through their connections to the
~ land and the sea, both of which are life giving and home. Massw%%wn Mhor to Beaver Island began a connection that would be
~ lost for various generations only to be restored with the twmnlng ceremony. The physical Iandscé'm the Iarge body of water with an
redlctable volatility contrlbute to an islander identity. Within these environs, places are encoded with stories, legends, and memories that
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